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Bulletin #8 – Transport 
Scenarios Update

Bulletin #5, issued in December 2020, provided 
an update on the outcome of the Stage 1 Corridor 
Assessments, noting which corridors have been 
discounted and which have been retained for further 
assessment. The N11/M11 Option Selection process 
is currently focussing on two streams of analysis, 
namely:

Corridor Assessment – to determine whether it is 
preferable to deploy transport measures along the 
existing N11/M11 corridor or a combination of the 
existing on-line corridor with new off-line corridors. 
Progress on this assessment was presented in 
Bulletin #5 issued in December 2020.

Transport Scenario Assessment – to examine a 
range of measures (including public transport) which 
could be deployed along the preferred corridor. 
Progress on this assessment is presented in this 
bulletin.
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The Phase 2 (Option Selection) 
process is illustrated below:
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As shown in the flow chart, the following Transport 
Scenarios have been considered as potential solutions 
to meet the objectives of the N11/M11 Scheme:

P

A summary of the ongoing transport scenario 
assessments is provided below. Further work is 
continuing to establish whether each transport scenario 
could meet the objectives of the N11/M11 Scheme and 
provide a value for money solution. Full details of these 
assessments will be included in the Option Selection 
Report to be published at the conclusion of Phase 2. 

Rail Scenario
Transport modelling has been undertaken to assess what 
impact the provision of additional rail services along the 
existing South Eastern Railway Line would have on the 
N11/M11 corridor. 

A rail scenario was developed to ascertain if the resultant 
modal shift to an improved rail service could address the 
congestion issues on the N11/M11, thereby removing the 
need for increased road capacity.

Although the rail scenario did provide user benefits 
within the immediate catchment of the rail line, significant 
capacity issues would remain on the N11/M11 and 
existing road safety issues would not be addressed with 
a rail solution alone. While improvements to the South 
Eastern rail line may be progressed within other plans 
and policies, the rail scenario was discounted for not 
meeting the specific objectives of the N11/M11 Scheme 
and has not been advanced to Stage 2 appraisal.

Bus Scenario
The Bus Scenario has been developed to include 
a number of significant enhancements to bus 
services within the wider N11/M11 study area. These 
enhancements comprise of both increased frequencies 
on some existing services as well as new services to 
cater for trips of high demand. The Bus Scenario aims to 
curtail private car dependency and thereby manage N11/
M11 highway demand through improved accessibility to 
alternative modes.

Transport analysis indicates a potentially strong demand 
for bus service enhancements within the N11/M11 study 
area, and that the option may enhance the transportation 
efficiency of the N11/M11 corridor.

The Bus Scenario has been carried forward to the Stage 
2 appraisal to determine if it should be recommended as 
a component of the preferred scheme option.

Park and Ride
As part of the Bus Scenario described above, 
consultations have been undertaken with the National 
Transport Authority in respect of the Park & Ride Strategy 
for the N11/M11 corridor. 

To align with the development of the NTA Strategy, 
further assessments on Park and Ride provision will be 
undertaken later in the project during Phase 3 (Design 
and Environmental Evaluation). 
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Road Improvement Scenarios
A broad range of road based interventions have 
been investigated which could potentially meet 
the objectives of the scheme and respond to 
the transport deficiencies along the corridor. 
These road improvement scenarios have 
been developed in tandem with the corridor 
assessment, with the intention that the preferred 
transport scenario is adopted on the preferred 
corridor. The road improvement scenarios seek 
to:

 - Improve journey times and journey time 
reliability on the N11/M11 for all road users, 
including public transport;

 - Improve operational safety on the N11/M11 
for all road users, including active travel;

 - To reduce the fragmentation of the existing 
local road network and address the excessive 
reliance on the N11/M11 mainline for all trip 
purposes and modes.

 - Provide junction layouts which are intuitive, 
safer and better manage capacity needs.

Additional Information & Contact Details

Additional information in relation to 
overall progress, current news items 
and project reports can be found on 
the N11/M11 Junction 4 to Junction 
14 Improvement Scheme website. The 
project team can also be reached at the 
following addresses:

Telephone

Arup Land Liaison Officer
Christopher Bradish

086 7901803

Wicklow County Council 
Liaison Officer Deirdre Forde
0404 20100 (ext. 4283) 

www.n11m11.ie

 n11m11@arup.com

Bus Priority Interim Scheme N11/M11
A separate project to assess the feasibility of providing bus lanes on the 
N11/M11 corridor is underway. The project is focussed on identifying 
solutions that could offer a practicable interim public transport solution 
along the corridor in advance of the main N11/M11 Scheme.

Specific examples of road based interventions currently 
being assessed include:

 - Significant upgrade to Junction 5 (Bray North)

 - Provision of parallel service roads between Junction 5 (Bray 
North) and Junction 8 (Kilmacanoge) to provide alternate routes 
for local traffic and allow sub-standard accesses to be re-
directed off the mainline.

 - Potential closure of certain mainline junctions to improve 
weaving conditions and reduce turbulence in the traffic stream 
during peak periods

 - Significant upgrade to Junction 7 (Bray South)

 - Additional capacity on the N11/M11 mainline 

Detailed appraisal of these road improvement scenarios remains 
ongoing to establish if each could meet the objectives of the 
scheme and offer a positive economic return. The Stage 2 appraisal 
process will seek to determine if these road improvement scenarios 
should be recommended as a component of the preferred scheme 
option.

Demand Management 
A range of Demand Management measures will be considered 
which could potentially provide an enhancement to the preferred 
option for the scheme. This will be further assessed during Phase 3 
(Design & Environmental Evaluation).


